
Winnipeg South End United Soccer Club 
 

Unit 8 - 10 McGillivray Place 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3T 1N4 

Phone: (204) 452-8020  
E-Mail: info@wseu.ca 

www.wseu.ca 
 

May 15, 2020 

To all WSEU Players, Families and Coaches 

I want to start by thanking everyone for their patience and understanding over the past two months. Our 
first concern is that everyone is safe, healthy and coping reasonably well with the precautions that each of 
us is implementing to stop the spread of COVID-19. WSEU is working in uncharted territory and learning 
as we move along through this pandemic situation. This is a challenging time for any organization, and it 
continues to create an uncertain environment for not-for-profit, volunteer-run organizations such as ours. 
Our community-based soccer club and its financial circumstances are entirely dependent on the support 
of our players and families, so we recognize and appreciate the patience that all of you have shown 
through this process. 

Over the last two months, we have been seeking direction and guidance from Canada Soccer, Manitoba 
Soccer Association and Sport Manitoba, who are working closely with our Federal and Provincial 
Governments and Health Care Authorities to chart a path forward. We are slowly gaining greater clarity 
about what the process for a return to soccer will look like. 

Canada Soccer 

On May 13th, Canada Soccer released an update announcing that member organizations must follow the 
“Return to Soccer Guidelines” developed by the Canada Soccer Sports Medicine Committee in 
consultation with federal, provincial, territorial and local public health authorities. 

- The “Return to Soccer Guidelines” provide a five-step process, including a checklist of weighted 
questions, referred to as the “Return to Soccer Assessment Tool”, to determine preparedness for 
mitigating COVID-19 risk and implications upon the resumption of soccer and related activities.  

The guidelines include the following steps; 

o Easing of Stay-At-Home orders and restrictions by the Federal Public Health Authority; 

o Easing of Restrictions on Public Gatherings from the respective Provincial Health 
Authority (i.e. Province of Manitoba); 

o Easing of Restrictions for Field and Facility Access/Usage by the respective Municipal 
Public Health Authority (i.e. City of Winnipeg); 

o Receipt of a Return-to-Soccer Plan from the Provincial or Territorial Soccer Association 
(i.e. Manitoba Soccer Association), which has been reviewed/approved by the applicable 
Provincial or Territorial Government Department and/or Public Health Authority; and 

o Receipt of a completed Return-to-Soccer Assessment from the Provincial Soccer 
Association, along with comments/feedback from Canada Soccer through its review and 
approval of the Return-to-Soccer Plan 

- The Canada Soccer guidelines are designed to help soccer organizations remain compliant with 
all applicable Public Health Authorities directives and manage their liability while providing an 
opportunity for the Canadian soccer community to connect back on the pitch. 
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o This process is intended to identify new policies to be adopted, including social and 
physical distancing for training, determination of the number of players participating in 
training/games and planning for game play in a manner that ensures a safe environment 
and curbs the spread of COVID-19. 

Manitoba Soccer Association (MSA) 

Earlier this month, the Manitoba Soccer Association (MSA) also provided an update regarding the work 
that it is being undertaken to enable soccer activities to resume in Manitoba (http://msa-
manitobasoccer.goalline.ca/news_images/org_3156/files/COVID-
19%20Update%20May%204%202020.pdf). In its update, the MSA responded to a series of questions 
arising from the Manitoba Government’s “Pandemic and Economic Roadmap to Recovery” that 
addressed the possibility of a 2020 outdoor season. What can be drawn from this communication 
includes the following; 

- Soccer will not be considered as a non-contact sport, so the June 1st date for return-to-play 
specified in the Government’s recovery roadmap will not apply to soccer game play. 

- Further communication from the MSA this past week indicated that, based on its discussions with 
Canada Soccer and Sport Manitoba, it is more than likely that Return-to-Play will have a phased-
in approach, and there may be soccer activities such as training that happen before actual 
games and league play may resume. 

- Related correspondence provided to WSEU by the MSA has also helped to clarify expectations 
about registration and insurance requirements that will be mandated for soccer organizations 
when soccer activities resume. 

- At this point details remain unclear, but the MSA is working with Sport Manitoba and Provincial 
Health Authorities to develop a “Return-to-Soccer Plan” that is compliant with Manitoba Health 
Guidelines, which will be shared with soccer clubs and leagues for review/comment. 

- The MSA is continuing to facilitate online training for Coaches and Referees, and more 
information will be provided to our coaches and referees by WSEU regarding training. 

Winnipeg Youth Soccer Association (WYSA) 

WSEU has also been communicating with the WYSA League, which is examining options for a modified 
2020 outdoor league schedule when game play is allowed to resume. As I noted in my previous update  
(http://wseu.ca/index.php?src=news&srctype=detail&category=WSEU%20Admin&refno=533), options for 
a modified league schedule are being explored by WYSA and the Districts. More detail will be provided as 
we get closer to a resumption date, which will hopefully become clearer when the MSA Return-to-Soccer 
Plan is completed and approved by Canada Soccer and local Health Authorities. 

- As assessment of required measures for addressing COVID-19 risk of transmission will be our 
initial priority for ensuring compliance with requirements imposed by the approved MSA Return-
to-Play Plan. This step will require the cooperation and education of coaches and families. 

NOTE: There are many rumours being spread about the number of players on the fields, whether 
players will have to wear masks, whether spectators will be allowed, etc. Please 
recognize that these rumours are speculation and have no authority or basis in fact. 
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WSEU has no plans to become involved in this speculation and will not respond to 
rumours. Our actions will be guided by the approved Return-to-Soccer Plan and we will 
outline measures that will be taken once we have clarity from the Plan. This will occur 
prior to a resumption of any soccer activities, including training. 

- WYSA and the Districts have agreed to a minimum three-week preparation period leading up to 
league play, during which player registrations will open for those needing to re-register because 
they sought a refund or have not paid for their registration. Team formations will be re-visited and 
finalized as necessary and new league schedules will be prepared.  

- We recognize that a modified outdoor season will have a different cost structure for our Club, and 
we anticipate that fees assessed by the WYSA League, Manitoba Soccer Association and 
Canada Soccer for registration, sanctioning, insurance and league play will be pro-rated 
accordingly, so adjustments to costs will be necessary. 

- The total cost for a modified 2020 outdoor season will not be known until a decision has been 
made regarding a modified 2020 outdoor season. Appropriate fee schedules will be released 
identifying cost adjustments once the details are known and have been reviewed with WYSA. 

- It remains a possibility that league play may not be able to resume this outdoor season, 
depending on the outcome of Return-to-Play preparations or a change in the conditions of the 
pandemic. WSEU will inform our players, families and coaches of the final details when those 
become available through legitimate recognized authorities, including the Manitoba Soccer 
Association and Canada Soccer. 

Refunds of Registration Fees 

WSEU has had several requests for refunds since soccer activities were suspended on March 13th. We 
appreciate the patience shown by those that may have been anxious about finances and understand that 
this has been a difficult time for many of our families. Like you, WSEU is also dealing with financial 
consequences from the pandemic that affect the future of our community-based organization, so we have 
been careful and cautious in our decisions and related communications. We do not want to be speculative 
or promote rumours about what is happening with plans for soccer. Please note the following when 
considering your request for refunds; 

- We trust that our families can recognize that WSEU had invested in preparations, equipment and 
uniforms for the 2020 outdoor season prior to the suspension of soccer activities on March 13th. 

- Our costs for an outdoor season are not dictated exclusively by engagement in WYSA league 
play. Organization and preparation for the season, training activities, administrative functions, 
equipment and uniform costs, field maintenance and preparation, along with other activities 
account for a greater portion of the overall registration cost than league play. Many of these 
activities were well underway prior to March 13th and those expenses did not cease in their 
entirety when soccer activities were suspended. 

- WSEU plans to use uniforms and equipment purchased for the 2020 outdoor season during the 
upcoming 2020/21 indoor season as we normally do. We are also considering using these 
jersey’s for next year’s outdoor season (i.e. depending on discussions with sponsors/suppliers) to 
reduce costs for the 2021 outdoor season if possible. 
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- The expense for these uniforms has however already impacted our current cash flow and we 
continue to incur costs for staff salaries, rent and other admin activities, including the expected 
upkeep costs for the Grant Park Athletic Fields (i.e. mowing, etc), which WSEU leases from the 
City of Winnipeg and is therefore responsible. 

- WSEU is working to obtain support funding for salaries and other costs through announced 
Government programs for not-for-profit corporations, but our eligibility remains uncertain at this 
point. We continue to work through this process. 

With these considerations in mind, WSEU is providing the following options for families to consider as we 
address refunds for registration fees already paid by families. These options include; 

- Option 1 - Refund of registration fees paid for the 2020 outdoor season minus an admin fee 

of $100 to help offset costs already incurred for team formations, administration and regular 
expenses that WSEU incurs in preparation for any outdoor season. 

NOTE: Choosing this option will de-register a player (i.e. as required by the MSA) and require a 
refunded player to re-registration and pay the adjusted registration fee, minus $100 admin 
fee retained by WSEU when refunding the original registration fee. Re-registration may 
require a modest additional fee (i.e. $25 or less) to account for additional costs incurred 
by WSEU and must occur prior to participation in training or league play and can only 
occur after a Return-to-Play Date has been established by the MSA. 

Families should recognize WSEU may have to restructure teams based on Return-to-
Play Guidelines. If there is a change in league game structure or the number of players 
registered at an age category, there may also be an impact to the number of teams 
WSEU can reasonably form and enter in league play. Players who previously registered 
AND paid, will be given priority for re-registration. While WSEU will make every effort to 
ensure roster spots for players who originally registered, roster spots cannot be 
guaranteed absolutely when families choose Option 1. 

Families that had not paid for their original registration fees will not be considered as 
registered players unless they provide payment for the $100 admin fee withheld when 
refunding families that paid their original registration fee. Re-registrations from these 
families will be accepted in priority sequence when registration reopens with an 
announced Return-to-Play Date and will require immediate payment of the full adjusted 
registration fee along with an additional admin fee required to cover the additional costs. 

Families that have made KidSport applicants will have their original registration honored 
provided they have made an application for KidSport and JumpStart funding. Please 
contact the office at officemanager@wseu.ca if you have not submitted your KidSport and 
JumpStart applications. Qualified players are required to provide a $200 minimum 
payment above KidSport and/or JumpStart funding received by WSEU on their behalf. 
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- Option 2 - Remain registered until Canada Soccer, MSA and WYSA league fees are 

established for an abbreviated outdoor season with a revised fee structure once Return-to-Play 
Guidelines are approved and a Return-to-Play Date has been established. 

NOTE: Once these fees have been established, an appropriate refund will be issued to families, 
which recognizes any cost adjustments. If soccer activities are unable to resume for the 
2020 outdoor season, families will be refunded at the same rate as provided under Option 
1 with the admin fee of $100 deducted. 

- Option 3 – Remain registered and allow for determination of 2020 outdoor fees as noted in 

Option 2. Allow WSEU to retain refundable amounts and apply the balance as a credit towards 
2020/21 indoor registration fees this fall. 

NOTE: If soccer activities are unable to resume for the 2020 outdoor season, families will be 
provided with a full credit minus an administration fee of $100 as specified under Option 1 
that will be used as a credit towards 2020/21 indoor registration fees this fall. 

Any requests for refunds will be processed as a batch at May month-end to reduce costs and time 
commitments for our volunteer treasurer. Refund requests must be sent to our Office Manager at 
officemanager@wseu.ca to be processed. Families choosing Options 2 or 3 should indicate so in an 
email to our office using the email address noted above. 

Going Forward 

Our Technical Staff, consisting of Hadyn Sloane-Seale, Technical Director, and Ali Caron, Assistant 
Technical Director will continue to provide our players with activities to build their soccer skills over the 
coming weeks. Please be safe and enjoy these activities. 

The WSEU volunteer board and staff will review and develop plans to implement the Return-to-Play 
Guidelines once they have been approved, so that we can all return to the field with confidence once a 
Return-to-Play Date has been determined. As was noted earlier, it is expected that training activities 
will resume prior to league play. 

In the meantime, WSEU appreciates your patience and recognition that we are striving to act in the best 
interests of our players and families through this difficult situation. To reiterate, WSEU is not advocating 
for restrictions to be lifted prematurely. Our first concern is always the safety of our players, families, 
officials, staff and volunteers, and we will follow the direction and guidance provided by Health Authorities 
and our governance associations. 

Please stay safe and continue to do your part in restricting the spread of COVID-19. We look forward to 
seeing each of you back on the soccer pitch as soon as we can do so safely. 

On behalf of the WSEU Board, 

Dale Friesen, President 
Winnipeg South-End United Soccer Club 
Email: president@wseu.ca 


