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WSEU Open-Boundary Statement 
 
As many of you have become aware, an announcement pertaining to open boundaries and player 
movement was made this past week by the Winnipeg Youth Soccer Association (WYSA). With this 
announcement, WYSA has removed the geographic boundaries governing player movement within 
the Developmental and Premier Leagues. Players in these leagues are therefore able to register 
with any MSA-sanctioned club. 

While the move has been discussed on numerous occasions in the past, WYSA members 
anticipated an orderly implementation that would allow the Districts to provide their families with 
advance notice of any change. League members were unaware of WYSA’s plan to implement this 
change with immediate effect until a regular monthly meeting this past week. WSEU was therefore 
unable to address this issue with our families prior to the start of outdoor evaluations. WSEU 
recognizes that implementing this decision during outdoor evaluations and registration has been 
both confusing and disruptive for our families. 

Questions have been raised about how this announcement will change youth soccer for our players 
and families. The timing of this announcement has not been easy for some families to understand. 
WSEU has been contemplating a change to the way boundaries are implemented for some time. 
The prospect of open boundaries had already impacted how we approached the concept of player 
commitment and our desire to form lasting long-term relationships with families in our District.  

WSEU will attempt to engage our families in a fair and consistent manner while transitioning to open 
boundaries. We understand that views of how this should be done may differ based on the individual 
priorities of each player and family. 

- Firstly, the staff and many volunteers at WSEU remain committed to the players and families 
residing in our District. We respect the loyalty that you have shown and wish to continue 
proving ourselves as the best option for your child’s soccer experience. 

- Secondly, WSEU will continue to respect the process that we have in place for outdoor 
evaluations. Invitations to join our developmental and premier teams will be respected and 
wait-listed players will be given the first opportunity to register if an opening arises. 

- Finally, players seeking to join WSEU from outside our District will be accommodated if a 
space is available on a team, subject to the points outlined above. We will not be moving or 
releasing invited and registered players down a level to make room for an out-of-district 
player. Players who previously registered with WSEU for evaluations through the WYSA 
Open Transfer Process will be evaluated and selected based on the process that was put in 
place prior to the open boundary announcement. 

WSEU is committed to developing mutual long-term partnerships with our players and families. We 
recognize that most families value the fact that our club is located within their community. We do not 
however view your support as a “right” and seek to continually demonstrate that we have the best 
interests of your child as our priority. 

WSEU has a deeply rooted foundation in our local soccer community. The District ensures that fields 
are maintained and marked, manages, assigns and pays referees for recreational and development 
league play, establishes age-appropriate training curriculum for mini and recreational programs, as 
well as our developmental and premier programs, along with many other important roles that ensure 
the availability of soccer programs for all youth ages and skill levels. WSEU’s priorities are centred 
around the preferred model of developing players from within our community and providing them 
with a sustainable club to support their soccer experience. A volunteer board prioritizes our 
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investments around soccer and strive to provide a safe and enjoyable environment for your children. 
We will continue to invest in our fields and facilities, staff and programming to achieve this objective. 

WSEU would like to emphasize our continuing commitment to our players and families, by 
highlighting a few key points about your soccer district and club. 

- WSEU is a community-based not-for-profit organization that values its relationship with our 
many players and families. These relationships extend to all levels of youth soccer from our 
youngest mini-soccer players through to recreational and competitive programs for older 
players ages 9 to 18. We represent the interests of our families at WYSA and the MSA, 
ensuring that youth soccer remains a key focus of these organizations. We are committed to 
continuing as a relevant voice for youth soccer within our community. 

- WSEU has made a strong commitment towards implementing the Long-Term Player 
Development (LTPD) process endorsed by Soccer Canada. LTPD is centred around a 
process that provides youth players with age and skill appropriate opportunities to enjoy the 
game of soccer and develop their soccer skills in a safe and supportive environment that has 
a long-term focus towards player development and participation. 

- The player pathway delivered by WSEU and its member Community Centers strives to 
provide opportunities at all levels, while giving players and families seeking greater 
challenges the ability to participate in more competitive playing environments, academy 
programs, travel for exhibition and tournament play, etc. Those desiring to play at the 
developmental and premier levels should review our Competitive Program Guide to find 
more information about these programs and the academy program that supports them. 

- WSEU has made a strong commitment to our technical programs and will continue to do so 
going forward. We are presently examining options for further additions to our technical staff 
and plan to move forward with a prior decision to improve our level of service and 
organization with the hiring of a General Manager to strengthen our administration. 

The decision made by WYSA regarding open boundaries and free player movement is focused on 
developmental and premier programs. It enables players from ages 9 to 17 to register with any 
Manitoba Soccer Association (MSA) sanctioned organization participating in WYSA’s developmental 
and premier leagues regardless of where they live in Manitoba. Soccer at WSEU includes a much 
larger effort than league play alone. We trust that our families recognize the important contributions 
that WSEU makes to youth soccer and the value it provides to our youth players. 

Please let us know if you have any questions or thoughts regarding the open boundary 
announcement or any other matter of importance to your family. We will continue to provide further 
communication as information becomes available. 

Sincerely, 

Dale Friesen, President 

Winnipeg South End United Soccer Club 

Email: president@wseu.ca  
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